
Growing as Stewards in Community

CATHOLIC
L I F E  &  FA I T H

"Then God said: Let us make human beings in 
our image, after our likeness. ...God created 
mankind in his image; in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them.  

God blessed them and God said to them be 
fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. 

God looked at everything he had made and found it 
very good." 
(Genesis 1:26-31)

Created in God's Image,  
Called to Holiness

Humans in the image and likeness of God

“The transparency through whom God is seen.”

 Collaborators with God in the continuing task of creation



All  
is  

Blessing! 

All is Blessing! 

Entrusted to Us 

Called to 
Steward Well 

Grow in 
Gratitude

“Once one chooses to 
be a disciple,  
stewardship  

is not an option.” 
(Bishop John McRaith, 

SDR, Preface)



…Beginning in conversion, 
change of mind and heart, 

this commitment is 
expressed not in a single 

action, nor even in a 
number of actions over a 
period of time, but in an 

entire way of life.  

It means committing one’s 
very self to the Lord. 

(SDR, Introduction)…

“An oikonomos or steward is one 
to whom the owner of a household 
turns over the responsibility for 
caring for the property, managing 
affairs, making resources yield as 
much as possible and sharing 
resources with others. The position 
involves trust and 
accountability.” (SDR, 20)

Let's Focus!The Steward

The	Steward

What gifts or blessings have been 
entrusted to you? In what ways do 
you steward these well?

What is Your Story?

Gift

Gratitude

Faith

Trust

Sharing

Stewardship of 
Self 
Time 

Prayer 
Talent 

Stewardship of 
Resources 
Creation 
Treasure 

Material Goods 

Stewardship of 
Relationship 
With Christ 
With Others 

The 
Stewardship 

Path



The Engaging and Evangelizing Community

We do this best in community JESUS AS THE ULTIMATE STEWARD

• “Jesus is the supreme 
teacher of Christian 
stewardship as he is of 
every other aspect of 
Christian life; and in 
Jesus’ teaching and life 
self-emptying is 
fundamental.” 

•  — SDR, 19

Through baptism, we 
are drawn into  
Christ’s body 

Into a life of 
discipleship 

Into communion 
with Christ 

and one another 

Key themes:  

Discipleship 

Following Jesus 

Conversion 

Body of Christ 

Self-giving 

Service, Compassion, 

Justice, Love 

  



Courage

UnderstandingKnowledge

Right Judgment

Wisdom

Reverence Wonder/Awe 

Key themes:  

Gifts 
Talents 

Inspiration 
Strength 

Discernment 

Outpouring 

  

“The heart of the spirituality of 
a steward is how we live out 
what we celebrate, offer and 
receive in the Eucharist. The 
Eucharist propels us into the 

world, towards the needy and 
the afflicted, the orphan and 

the alien.”  
- Bishop Sylvester Ryan



Let's Focus!
Gathering 

Penitential Rite 

Liturgy of the Word 

Universal Prayer 

Preparation of the Gifts 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Fractioning Rite 

Dismissal 

Let's Focus!
Key themes:  

Thanksgiving 
Presence 
Lifelong 
Sacrifice 

Call-Response 

  

EVANGELIZATION AND STEWARDSHIP

“To make the Church the home and school of 
communion…a spirituality of communion also means an 
ability to think of our brothers and sisters in faith…as 
‘those who are a part of me.” 
—Novo Millennio Ineunte, 43



The Engaging and Evangelizing Community

Belonging within the community does make a difference!

19

Something (Someone) is missing!

“ To be a Christian disciple is a rewarding way of life, a way 
of companionship with Jesus, and the practice of 

stewardship as a part of it is itself a source of deep joy. 
Those who live this way are happy people who have found 

the meaning and purpose of living.”  — SDR, pg. 21
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Greater engagement 

Increased involvement 

Naturally evangelizing 

Deeper spirituality 

Willingness to be challenged 

Joy!

Growing as a Community of Stewards



What are your initial 
thoughts or reactions? 

What practices exist in 
your parish or 
archdiocese?

Your 
Experience

When have you faced a 
challenge for which you did not 
feel equipped? What made the 
task difficult for you? How did 

you complete the task? 

When have you faced a 
challenge for which you knew 

you had just what was needed? 
Upon what within yourself did 

you draw? What was the result?

The Impact of  
Stewardship of Talents

• We thrive when we 
operate from our 
strengths 

• Less burn out 
• Greater well-being 
• Increased hope 
• More engaged teams 
• Ministry is strengthened



Your 
Experience

What do you naturally do 
well? 

Who first invited you to 
offer your talents in 

ministry? 

What has been the impact 
of this in your life?

Immaculate Heart of  Mary: 1995

• Attention to the Liturgy 

• Parish Leadership 
Formation 

• Long Range Plan 

• Mission/Outreach 

• Hospitality/Invitation 

• Adult/Family Catechesis 

• Stewardship Formation

Growing as a Community of Stewards

Construction! 
Attention to our physical 
and spiritual needs

Building a Community of Disciples Who are Growing as Good Stewards



Immaculate Heart of  Mary: 2007

• Members 
– Registered households 

increased by 22% 

– Median age: 

• 1999: 46 

• 2008: 31 

Evidence: a 12 year snapshot

• Ministry within the parish 
and to those in need in 
our city and world 

– 115% increase 

• Members involved in 
ministry 

– 100% increase

Evidence: a 12 year snapshot Evidence: a 12 year snapshot



Creating your “elevator pitch”

Position: Stewardship is important for the life of our 

parish/archdiocese. (Why?) 

Reason: The reason is… (What does it mean?) 

Example: One example is… 

Position: I am excited about the impact this can have 

on me and our faith community! 
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Six Steps to Forming Grateful Disciples  
as Stewards in Community
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Be 
attentive 

What is 

working?

Discover

Adapted from Cooperrider and Whitney, Appreciative Inquiry

An Appreciative Process

Dream Discern Do

Be 
intelligent 

What 

might be?

Be    realistic 

What should 
be?

Be 
responsible 

What      will 

be?

Identify your immediate next steps 


