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Created in God’s image. Called to holiness. Becoming good stewards of our talents and strengths.  © Catholic Life and Faith, 2017

You live and reign with the Father and 

Son, one God forever and ever. Amen.

Created in God's Image,  
Called to Holiness



All  
is  

Blessing! 

All is Blessing! 

Entrusted to Us 

Called to 
Steward Well 

Grow in 
Gratitude

…Beginning in conversion, 

change of mind and heart, 
this commitment is 

expressed not in a single 
action, nor even in a 

number of actions over a 
period of time, but in an 

entire way of life.  

It means committing one’s 
very self to the Lord. 

(SDR, Introduction)…



The Steward

How do you know yourself as a steward?  
What impact does this have?

What is Your Story?

Gift

Gratitude

Faith

Trust

Sharing

Stewardship of 
Self 
Time 

Prayer 
Talent 

Stewardship of 
Resources 
Creation 
Treasure 

Material Goods 

Stewardship of 
Relationship 
With Christ 
With Others 

The 
Stewardship 

Path

JESUS AS THE ULTIMATE STEWARD

• “Jesus is the supreme 
teacher of Christian 
stewardship as he is 
of every other aspect 
of Christian life; and 
in Jesus’ teaching 
and life self-emptying 
is fundamental.”

•  — SDR, 19



Through 
baptism, we are 

drawn into  
Christ’s body 

Into a life of 
discipleship 

Into communion 
with Christ 

and one another

Key themes:  

Discipleship 

Following Jesus 

Conversion 

Body of Christ 

Self-giving 

Service, Compassion, 

Justice, Love 

  

“To attempt to be stewards on our own or even with the help of the 

community will ultimately be futile. We need the power of the Holy Spirit 

to rise above our pettiness and self-centeredness in order to be for and 

with others as Jesus was. Without prayer, a life of stewardship will not 

last.” — Bishop Robert Morneau, Paths to Prayer 



“The heart of the spirituality of 
a steward is how we live out 
what we celebrate, offer and 
receive in the Eucharist. The 
Eucharist propels us into the 

world, towards the needy and 
the afflicted, the orphan and 

the alien.”  
- Bishop Sylvester Ryan

The Engaging and Evangelizing Community

Belonging within the community does make a difference!

EVANGELIZATION AND STEWARDSHIP
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Parish vitality 

Greater engagement 

Increased involvement 

Naturally evangelizing 

Deeper spirituality 

Willingness to be challenged 

Joy!

Growing as a Community of Stewards

What are your initial 
thoughts or reactions? 

What practices exist in 
your parish or 

diocese?

Six Steps to Forming Grateful Disciples  
as Stewards in Community
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Grateful Disciples: Forming Stewards in Community

•All parishes are invited to participate 
•Some parishes will be identified and 
personally invited 

•Focus will be on pastoral councils or other 
group tasked by the pastor (could be a 
sub-committee of council or other group 
formed for this purpose)

Pilot Plan

Grateful Disciples: Forming Stewards in Community

•Monthly gatherings will focus on one 
step of process/one chapter of 
workbook 
•Website resource pages 
•Videos 

•Background web page will be created 
for curated process materials and 
resource links

Pilot Plan

Grateful Disciples: Forming Stewards in Community

•Process will lead to identification of ways 
each step links with or helps to enact 
parish plan 

•By end of year, each parish will have 
identified areas of focus or attention for 
coming year in relationship to pastoral 
plan

Pilot Plan



Grateful Disciples: Forming Stewards in Community

Pilot Plan

Month Participants Process Focus

June Integration team Initial focused training 

Development of sample pilot parish outline

July Integration team Pilot parish process outline finalized, incorporating input from Integration team

Pilot parishes identified and invited

August Pilot parishes Orientation

Spirituality of stewardship

Walk-through of process

September Pilot parishes Stewardship formation and communication

October Pilot parishes Welcome and engage everyone

November Pilot parishes Renewal and Commitment

Accountability

December Pilot parishes 2019 stewardship plan development 

Grateful Disciples: Forming Stewards in Community

•Help in thinking aloud — steering  
•Work with parishes to link steps to the 
parish plan 

•Advocate for Grateful Disciples and 
stewardship  

The Integration Team

Be 
attentive 

What is 
working?

Discover

Adapted from Cooperrider and Whitney, Appreciative Inquiry

An Appreciative Process

Dream Discern Do
Be 

intelligent 

What 
might be?

Be    realistic 

What should 
be?

Be 
responsible 

What      will 
be?

Identify your immediate next steps 


