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Grateful Disciples: Forming Stewards in Community

Spiritual Focus: 

Stewards are called to grow 
in gratitude and to be 

accountable for their faithful 
stewardship. 

Give thanks. Be 
accountable. 

Our Focus for Today
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Today’s agenda 

Report Back: sharing your 
spiritual reflection 

Give thanks. Be 
accountable. 

Looking ahead 



Grateful Disciples: Forming Stewards in Community

To draw people to 
Christ 

through our parish 
communities,  

leading them to 
live as disciples 
and stewards.

The Vision that Guides Us

Six Steps to Forming Grateful Disciples  
as Stewards in Community
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Give Thanks to God and One Another 

People know their participation matters 
We are responsible for our stewardship  

“Attitude of gratitude” 

Give Thanks. Be Accountable.



“The heart of the spirituality of 
a steward is how we live out 
what we celebrate, offer and 
receive in the Eucharist. The 
Eucharist propels us into the 
world, towards the needy and 
the afflicted, the orphan and 

the alien.”  
- Bishop Emeritus Sylvester Ryan
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Share the Impact of Stewardship

• Gratitude for all who contribute 
• Ministerial and financial giving 
• Photos, quotes 
• Numbers when they help         

to tell the story
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Give Thanks. Be 
Accountable. 

•Parishioner-to-parishioner 
gratitude expressed 

•Parish-to-parishioner 
gratitude 

•Parish and parishioners 
are accountable to Christ 
and one another

Step Six
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Creating Your Year-Round Plan

Month Seasonal Focus Points Formation/Communication

(Sample)

Welcome/Hospitality/
Engagement (Sample)

Commitment/Renewal/
Gratitude (Sample)

December Advent — Preparing to welcome the 
Christ-chid and those who come to 
be with us

Christmas — Incarnation Making 
Christ’s presence known

Bulletin articles Meet or communicate with 
ministers of hospitality

Prepare welcome packet/
brochure

January New year - resolutions

Making new commitment to Christ 
and to growing as good stewards

Epiphany - bring your gifts 

Lay witness at Mass — the 
impact of making a 
commitment to share 
one’s gifts and resources

Thank all who contributed 
to making Christmas 
liturgies prayerful and 
welcoming

February Discipleship/faith is never “ordinary” Stewardship reflection at 
parish meetings

Review/renew new 
parishioner welcome 
procedures

March Lent - pray, fast, give

Walk with Jesus/Let Jesus walk with 
you

Bulletin articles

RCIA rites - highlight 
growing in faith, 
commitment to Christ

Begin preparations for 
Triduum/Easter 
celebrations

Invite parishioners to make 
Lent special/intentional

Include invitations to 
sacrament of 
Reconciliation

Seasonal prayer

Service

April Lent continues. Easter 4/22 
resurrection, following Jesus

Homilies speak to 
discipleship as way of life, 
on-going conversion

Welcome at Triduum and 
beyond

May Easter continues — early Church and 
Church today

Lay witness — perhaps 
someone who was 
initiated at Vigil

Encouragement to 
participate/get involved

June-August Pentecost and Ordinary Time Bulletin

Meet with newly initiated

Opportunity for people to 
meet with gifts coordinator

Ministry fair or features in 
bulletin/homilies

Prepare for autumn 
renewal/commitment

September Ordinary Time — focus on 
discipleship and commitment

Homilies, bulletin insert or 
printed mailing with 
reflection and 
encouragement to “take a 
step”

Visual element that ties 
discipleship and 
stewardship to community 
— poster, banner, etc.

If ministry fair — lots of 
hospitality!

Invitation to make 
commitment — may 
culminate in “commitment 
Sunday”

October — 
November

Ordinary Time and Thanksgiving Express gratitude for those 
who have made 
commitment

Follow-up — contact 
those who sign up and/or 
commit to give time/talent

• Parish plan template 
from Diocese of Wichita 

• Lay witness talk samples 
• Year-long plan sample 
• Bulletin inserts/Steward 
Saints 

• Stewardship in Sacred 
Scripture 

• Archdiocese of Toronto 
best practices

Help in 
preparing 
your plan
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You are entering the mission field

• Draft your plan for 2019 
• Those who are attending ICSC, be 
attentive to elements/facets that have 
bearing on your plan  

• Be prepared to email your draft plan 
to Quentin prior to our November 
meeting 

• Plan will be ready by December 
meeting (also, plan to flex!)



Report Back: Spiritual Reflections

For what are you grateful? 
How are you growing in an  
“attitude of gratitude?” 

Be 
attentive 

What is 
working?

Discover

Adapted from Cooperrider and Whitney, Appreciative Inquiry

An Appreciative Process

Dream Discern Do
Be 

intelligent 

What 
might be?

Be realistic 

What should 
be?

Be 
responsible 

What  
will be?

Identify your immediate next steps 


