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Grateful Disciples: Forming Stewards in Community

Spiritual Focus: 

Stewardship is an expression  
of discipleship 

Operational Focus: 

Form disciples as stewards 

Our Focus for Today



© Catholic Life and Faith

CATHOLIC
L I F E  &  FA I T H

 3

Today’s agenda 

Report Back: sharing your spiritual 
reflection 

Communicating the stewardship 
message 

The liturgical year as framework 

Looking ahead 

Grateful Disciples: Forming Stewards in Community

To draw people to 
Christ 

through our parish 
communities,  

leading them to 
live as disciples 
and stewards.

The Vision that Guides Us



Report Back: Spiritual Focus

Be attentive to the ways you are 
stewarding your time and talent. How 

might you be called to stretch or grow in 
sharing your gifts? 

Six Steps to Forming Grateful Disciples  
as Stewards in Community
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Form Disciples as Stewards

Discipleship 
Following Christ with Our Lives 

Faith Formation 
Growing as Disciples Who Live as Stewards 

Evangelization 
Sharing Faith, Drawing Others to Christ 

Parish Life 
We Live and Grow in Faith Together
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Communicating the Stewardship Message

At Mass 
Homily, Prayers, Lay Witnesses 

Follow the Rhythm of the Liturgical Year 

Parish Communications 
Bulletin, Newsletters, Website, Email 

Faith Formation 
Small groups, Meetings, Special Gatherings 

Form People to Make a Commitment 
Commitment is to Christ, Carried Out in Action 

Stewards are Accountable

Key 
Themes: 

Discipleship 
Gift/Blessing 

Gratitude 
Grateful Response 

Caring/Sharing 
Sacrifice 

Call 
Community 
Commitment 
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Take stock: Who are the 
leaders who need to learn 
about stewardship and 
this process? Make a list 
of ministries and groups 
as well as specific people

Report  
Back
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Creating a Year-Long Plan

Month/Season Autumn Renewal/Commitment

Advent/Christmas Generosity, Welcome (many visitors coming soon!)

January Making things new (pastoral letter reflection at all parish meetings and in open gatherings)

Lent Sacrifice, Call-Response

Easter Joy of giving, evangelization and mission

Pentecost The Holy Spirit strengthens us to embrace stewardship (meaning and purpose and our need to 
give)

September Discipleship and Stewardship, including gifts discernment
Gifts and commitment discernment
Ministry fair/expo
Lay witness

October Annual Renewal/Commitment

November Gratitude, Family



Set plan for a year, with longer view in mind 
Include a celebration of ministry 

Don’t be afraid to ask for a commitment 
Encourage parishioners to “take a step”

Learning from the Experience of Others
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Stewardship Education 
and Formation 

•Always tied to 
discipleship 

•On-going 
•Every age and stage of 

life and faith 
•Rhythm of liturgical year

Step Three



Your Homework

Spiritual Focus: Pray to the Holy Spirit. What mission has 
been entrusted to you? What gifts do you steward in 
fulfilling your mission? 

Operational Focus: Appreciative process, page 61 
Form Disciples row - be attentive to already-existing 
formation opportunities 
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Foundations of Stewardship Bulletin Inserts

What does it mean to 
be a disciple?

In Jesus’ time it was  not unusual 
for a person to seek out a master 
teacher from  whom  one could learn 
the ways of life and faith. Many 
expected that one of these teachers 
would be the Messiah, God’s 
Anointed One,  who would establish 
God’s reign on earth. 

Perhaps it isn’t so different in our 
time.  Hundreds of political,  business, 
o r s e l f - h e l p l e a d e r s  p re s e n t 
themselves  as having the answers 
people need. If we’re honest with 
ourselves, many of us hope one of 
these individuals will have what we’re 
looking for. 

Our faith  tells us that Jesus  is 
the Messiah. He is the Teacher who 
has the answers we need for our lives. 
Learning Jesus’ ways is  what 
discipleship is all about.  Following 
Jesus is the work of  our lifetime. 

What does discipleship 

have to do with  our lives? In 
baptism, we have been drawn into a 
living relationship with Christ and 
the Christian community. Baptism is 
the beginning of discipleship. In 
baptism, we begin a lifelong process 
of learning to live as Jesus teaches, 
and of bringing Christ’s presence to 
others.

Living as a disciple is a way 
of life that holds as its  foundation 
and model Jesus  Christ. “Following 
Jesus is the work of a lifetime. At 
every step forward, one is challenged 
to go further in accepting and loving 
God’s will. Being a disciple is  not just 
something else to do, alongside many 
other things suitable for Christians;  it 
is  a total way of life and requires 
continuing conversion.” (SDR, 15) 

What does Jesus teach us? 
Think of the many Gospel stories 
you have heard or read over the 
years. Jesus’ message is pretty 
straightforward when we get right 
down to it:

• Love God before all others;

• L o v e o u r n e i g h b o r a s 
ourselves;

• Serve and love as Jesus serves 
and loves;

• Reach out to the poor, sick, 
oppressed, lonely, and imprisoned; 

• Be part of Christ’s mission to 
bring about the fullness of God’s 
reign.

T h e c h a l l e n g e : A s 
straightforward as Jesus’ path of life 
is,  it is easy to see the challenge in 
embracing Jesus’ way as our way. 
Every step of this  path will call us 
beyond ourselves, beyond what is 
comfortable, and beyond what may 
seem “normal” for many in our 
world. The way of the disciple is love, 
compassion (which means  to suffer 
with), forgiveness and peace. Jesus 
teaches his disciples that caring for 
the needs of the poor is  to serve 
Christ himself. 

Let’s get practical.   In 
embracing  discipleship as our way of 
life, there will be many little things, 
and some big 
ones  we wi l l 
need to do. We 
wi l l cons ider 
practical steps 
t o w a r d 
discipleship on 
the reverse of  this sheet. 

Let’s be spiritual. This  is not 
something we do alone! We will find 
strength and guidance through the 
Holy Spirit and the community of 
faith as  we commit ourselves to 
learning and following  Jesus’ way.

Real Estate Watch
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The Stewardship Project 
www.CatholicLifeandFaith.com

“I give you a new commandment, 
that you love one another. ...By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” (Jn 13: 34a-35)

In baptism, we begin a 

lifelong process of  learning 

to live as Jesus teaches, and 

of  bringing Christ’s 

presence to others.

Called to Be Disciples
What it means to follow Jesus

by Leisa Anslinger
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