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Grateful Disciples: Forming Stewards in Community

Spiritual Focus: 

We are called to be servant leaders 

Operational Focus: 

Lead and form grateful disciples 

Our Focus for Today
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Today’s agenda 

Report Back: sharing your spiritual 

reflection 

Where are we headed? A look at the 
plan for the rest of this year 

Your role as stewardship leaders 

Sharing the message of stewardship 

Looking ahead 



Grateful Disciples: Forming Stewards in Community

To draw people to 
Christ 

through our parish 
communities,  

leading them to 
live as disciples 
and stewards.

The Vision that Guides Us

Report Back: Spiritual Focus

How do you discern the ways in which 
God is calling you as a disciple and 
steward? Who helps you with this?

Six Steps to Forming Grateful Disciples  
as Stewards in Community
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Looking Ahead: Our Plan for This Year

Date Topic Notes

Feb. 10th, 2018 Formation Day Monthly web meetings were 
established and a workbook was 

provided to help guide everyone 
through their stewardship 

efforts.

Mar. 21st, 2018 Chapter 1: The Vision, Stewards 
in Community

This chapter expanded upon the 
Formation Day (FD) by 

reflecting on stewardship and 
the impact it can have on parish 
life. The role of the Pastor and 

the Parish Leaders was 
discussed.

Apr. 17th, 2018 Chapter 2: Lead Grateful 
Disciples

This chapter explored the role 
that leaders have in calling their 

given community to embrace 
stewardship and help them 

become grateful disciples.
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Looking Ahead: Our Plan for This Year

Date Topic Notes

May 8th, 2018 Chapter 3: Form Disciples as 

Stewards

Stewardship education is 

connected to faith formation. 
Ways to communicate the 

stewardship message is 
discussed

June 12th, 2018 Chapter 4: Welcome and 

Engage Everyone

Hospitality is introduced as an 

important aspect of 
stewardship. Offering a 

genuine welcome and sincere 
invitation to become part of the 

community mirrors Christ’s 
love for us.Sept. 11th, 2018 Chapter 5 - Commit to Annual 

Renewal

Inviting people to make a 

stewardship commitment helps 
them to express their gratitude 

to God through the ways they 
share their time and talent with 

others. How to ask people to 
make a stewardship 

commitment is explored.
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Looking Ahead: Our Plan for This Year

Date Topic Notes

Oct. 9th, 2018 Chapter 6 â€“ Give thanks. 
Be Accountable.

Showing gratitude is a way 
of expressing that the giver 

and the gift have a 
meaningful impact in the 

personâ€™s life and in the 
life of the community as a 

whole. Ways of expressing 
gratitude in a parish are 

shared.
Nov. 13th, 2018 Plan Part 1 Putting it all together. How to 

build an annual parish 

stewardship plan.

Dec. 11th, 2018 Plan Part 2 Putting it all together. How to 

build an annual parish 
stewardship plan.
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Pastor 

Stewardship Committee 

Wider Parish Leadership 

Build on One Another’s Talents 

Servant leaders who entrust ministry  
to parishioners 

Lead Grateful Disciples
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�  Listens
�  Empathizes
�  Heals

�  Is Aware
�  Empowers

�  Looks Ahead
�  Stewards/ Nurtures
�  Serves

�  Grows People
�  Builds Community

A Servant Leader…

Thank you for your leadership at St. Anne

G!
R! O! W!

   “Leadership springs from within. 
It’s about who I am as much as what I do.”

Chris Lowney

�  Listens
�  Empathizes
�  Heals

�  Is Aware
�  Empowers

�  Looks Ahead
�  Stewards/ Nurtures
�  Serves

�  Grows People
�  Builds Community

A Servant Leader…

Thank you for your leadership at St. Anne

G!
R! O! W!

Keep vision in mind

Align people, processes with the vision

Motivate and Inspire

Constantly discern
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The Pastor as Stewardship Leader

Witness 

Teacher 

Work with Team to  
Shape Stewardship Practice 

Personal Invitation 

Bring faith to everyday life 
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The Stewardship Team Leads

On-going Formation 

Spiritual and team formation 
Become a strengths-based team 

Learn to work from your talents  
and call forth the gifts of others 

Discern the shape of stewardship 

How do we establish and keep the vision of 
stewardship alive in people’s minds and hearts? 

Report Back

What ideas came 
to mind for 
sharing the 
message of 

stewardship in 
your parish?
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Lead Grateful Disciples 

•Pastor 
•Living Witness 

•Commission/Committee 
•Fostering and 
sustaining stewardship 
•Always attentive! 
•Lead change 

•Pastoral Council

Step Two
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Form Disciples as Stewards

Discipleship 
Following Christ with Our Lives 

Faith Formation 
Growing as Disciples Who Live as Stewards 

Evangelization 
Sharing Faith, Drawing Others to Christ 

Parish Life 
We Live and Grow in Faith Together

Let's Focus!

“Following Jesus is the 
work of a lifetime. At 

every step forward, one 
is challenged to go 

further in accepting and 
loving God’s will. Being a 

disciple is not just 
something else to do, 
alongside many other 

things suitable for 
Christians; it is a total 

way of life and requires 
continuing conversion.”  

(SDR, 15)
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Communicating the Stewardship Message

Follow the rhythm  

of the liturgical year 

Each season has  
its particular focus  

Build on the  

stewardship connections 

Key Themes: 

Discipleship 
Gift/Blessing 

Gratitude 
Grateful Response 

Caring/Sharing 
Sacrifice 

Call 
Community 
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Foundations of Stewardship Bulletin Inserts

What does it mean to 
be a disciple?

In Jesus’ time it was  not unusual 
for a person to seek out a master 
teacher from  whom  one could learn 
the ways of life and faith. Many 
expected that one of these teachers 
would be the Messiah, God’s 
Anointed One,  who would establish 
God’s reign on earth. 

Perhaps it isn’t so different in our 
time.  Hundreds of political,  business, 
o r s e l f - h e l p l e a d e r s  p re s e n t 
themselves  as having the answers 
people need. If we’re honest with 
ourselves, many of us hope one of 
these individuals will have what we’re 
looking for. 

Our faith  tells us that Jesus  is 
the Messiah. He is the Teacher who 
has the answers we need for our lives. 
Learning Jesus’ ways is  what 
discipleship is all about.  Following 
Jesus is the work of  our lifetime. 

What does discipleship 

have to do with  our lives? In 
baptism, we have been drawn into a 
living relationship with Christ and 
the Christian community. Baptism is 
the beginning of discipleship. In 
baptism, we begin a lifelong process 
of learning to live as Jesus teaches, 
and of bringing Christ’s presence to 
others.

Living as a disciple is a way 
of life that holds as its  foundation 
and model Jesus  Christ. “Following 
Jesus is the work of a lifetime. At 
every step forward, one is challenged 
to go further in accepting and loving 
God’s will. Being a disciple is  not just 
something else to do, alongside many 
other things suitable for Christians;  it 
is  a total way of life and requires 
continuing conversion.” (SDR, 15) 

What does Jesus teach us? 
Think of the many Gospel stories 
you have heard or read over the 
years. Jesus’ message is pretty 
straightforward when we get right 
down to it:

• Love God before all others;

• L o v e o u r n e i g h b o r a s 
ourselves;

• Serve and love as Jesus serves 
and loves;

• Reach out to the poor, sick, 
oppressed, lonely, and imprisoned; 

• Be part of Christ’s mission to 
bring about the fullness of God’s 
reign.

T h e c h a l l e n g e : A s 
straightforward as Jesus’ path of life 
is,  it is easy to see the challenge in 
embracing Jesus’ way as our way. 
Every step of this  path will call us 
beyond ourselves, beyond what is 
comfortable, and beyond what may 
seem “normal” for many in our 
world. The way of the disciple is love, 
compassion (which means  to suffer 
with), forgiveness and peace. Jesus 
teaches his disciples that caring for 
the needs of the poor is  to serve 
Christ himself. 

Let’s get practical.   In 
embracing  discipleship as our way of 
life, there will be many little things, 
and some big 
ones  we wi l l 
need to do. We 
wi l l cons ider 
practical steps 
t o w a r d 
discipleship on 
the reverse of  this sheet. 

Let’s be spiritual. This  is not 
something we do alone! We will find 
strength and guidance through the 
Holy Spirit and the community of 
faith as  we commit ourselves to 
learning and following  Jesus’ way.

Real Estate Watch
SUMMER 2009	 MAECENAS PULVINAR SAGITTIS ENIM	 ISSUE ONE

The Stewardship Project 
www.CatholicLifeandFaith.com

“I give you a new commandment, 
that you love one another. ...By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” (Jn 13: 34a-35)

In baptism, we begin a 

lifelong process of  learning 

to live as Jesus teaches, and 

of  bringing Christ’s 

presence to others.

Called to Be Disciples
What it means to follow Jesus

by Leisa Anslinger
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Impact



Your Homework

Spiritual Focus: Be attentive to the ways you are 
stewarding your time and talent. How might 
you be called to stretch or grow in sharing your 
gifts? 

Operational Focus: Take stock: Who are the 
leaders who need to learn about stewardship 
and this process? Make a list.


