
Stewardship: Bringing Order Out of Chaos 

 

This series of resources will explore the biblical roots of stewardship. It can be used alone or 

with others. Used with others, read the reflection aloud, pausing between paragraphs. Invite 

each member of the group to take a turn reading, or prepare readers in advance. Pause to 

reflect with the questions provided. If you are studying with others, discuss the questions; if 

you are using this resource alone, share your thoughts with another in the coming week. 

 

Opening Ritual and Prayer 

Light a candle. Open the Bible to Genesis chapter one 

and set it beside the candle. 

 

Leader: Let us trace on our bodies the sign of the cross:  

All: (in unison) In the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Leader: Creator God, open our eyes to the wonders of 

the world. 

All: Help us, God, to live in awe of your creation. 

Leader: Creator God, may we be thankful for the goodness of your creation. 

All: Amen. 

 

Introduction 

Whenever Catholics talk about stewardship the common reaction is 

that it is just a fancy way of getting money. This is not the Bible’s 

understanding. In the Bible, “stewardship” is a way of life. It is the conviction 

that we human beings are entrusted with the resources of prayer, service, and 

sharing, as well as time, talent, and treasure, to be used for God’s glory and 

for the good of the whole community. Biblically speaking, stewardship is a 

charism, a gift of the Holy Spirit that manifests being made to God’s image 

and likeness. 
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Stewards of God’s Creation Read aloud Genesis 1:1–2:4a 

 The first challenge from the Bible is to be stewards of God’s creation. 

This is found in the two stories of creation (Genesis 1:1–2:4a; 2:4b-25) where 

humans are created to God’s image and likeness and are to be co-caretakers 

with God of this fragile world in which we live. As the psalmist says: “The 

earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world and those who live in it” 

(Psalm 24:1). 

God has provided us with two Bibles — our solar system including the 

entire universe, and the Sacred Scriptures themselves. Both reveal God. 

 

Biblical View of Creation and Modern Science 

 The biblical view of creation has nothing to do with modern science.  

Scientific conceptions of how the 

universe was brought into being or 

how it will end (e.g., “Big Bang” or 

“Big Crunch” theories) are completely 

beyond the purview of the biblical 

authors.  The biblical accounts of 

creation have as their purpose to 

teach faith, not science. Thus, the 

opening chapters of Genesis are a 

confession of faith, not a scientific treatise. The biblical stories of creation do 

not respond to the question “How did the world come into being?” with the 

answer “God created it.”  The stories respond to the question “From whom 

does creation derive its meaning?” with the answer “from God.”  

 

For reflection and discussion: Does understanding the Bible in this way 

challenge any of your previous thoughts about biblical truth? How does this 

understanding lead you to read and respond to the biblical stories with eyes 

and ears of faith? 
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Seven Days for Meditation 

 It is obvious that the author has put the story within the context of six 

days. The structure ends with God resting on the seventh day.  These are not 

seven 24-hour periods. Rather, they are simply a device used by the priestly 

author to help people remember the story. You meditate on one aspect of 

creation on each day of the week, or on what God created on that day, and 

on the seventh day you rest, allowing time to ponder and meditate on the 

totality of creation. 

 The opening phrase in the text is, “In the beginning.”  In the beginning 

of what? The answer is in the beginning of divine activity. What is the 

beginning of divine activity? It is to bring order out of chaos. 

 

From Chaos to Order 

 The story states that at the 

beginning, the world is a disordered chaos: 

dark, watery, formless, and void. Then God 

begins to subdue the chaos, symbolized by 

formlessness, darkness, and violently 

moving waters, and to call out an ordered 

universe. 

 The image presented is that of God’s “breath” or “God’s wind,” in 

Hebrew ruach. The idea is that the breath of God brings order by hovering 

over the violently moving waters, which symbolize chaos, and God tames the 

chaos. 

 The first item created is light, a metaphor for the presence of God, the 

opposite of darkness, which is a metaphor for chaos. God naming the light 

“day” and the darkness “night” shows God’s power and dominion over what is 

named.  Thus, God exercises power over both goodness (symbolized by light) 

and chaos (symbolized by both the violently moving waters and “darkness” 

and night). God has dominion over chaos. God subdues it and brings into 

existence an ordered universe, harmonious and habitable.  
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For reflection and discussion: How does God have dominion over the chaos 

in your life? How does your faith compel you to be a person who brings 

order or relief to others in times of chaos, crisis, or trial? 

 

God Separates and Names 

  The sky was understood, by the ancient Hebrews, to be a solid 

expanse (“a dome”) capable of separating the upper from the lower waters.  

God separating these is another example of God holding chaos in check. God 

names the dome “sky,” again showing his power and dominion over 

everything in the sky. God names the land “earth” and the waters “sea” (see 

Genesis 1:9-13). This is to show that the earth and sea are not deities — as in 

the surrounding ancient Near Eastern creation myths. God assigns boundaries 

to them at the edge of the earth, thus they are held in check by God. It is 

another metaphor for God taming chaos. Further, the creation of vegetation 

by God allows mother earth to become fertile, not because she, the earth, is a 

deity. 

 

God the Interior Decorator 

In Genesis 1:14-19, God is imaged as an 

interior decorator. God is decorating the 

universe. You will note here that the sun, 

moon, and stars are not divine powers, as 

was believed in the other ancient Near 

Eastern creation myths of Babylon, Egypt, 

and Canaan. Implied is that the worship of 

these is forbidden. Further, the God of ancient Israel is portrayed as superior 

to any astral deity. 

 

  



The Bible Speaks of Stewardship │ Art Zannoni │ Part 1 │ Page  5 

God’s Original Blessings 

  In verse 22 God blesses the animals. It is the first of three blessings in 

the first creation story. God blesses the animals here. God blesses the humans 

in verse 28. God blesses the Sabbath in chapter 2, verse 2. “To bless,” in the 

Bible, means to set aside or apart something or someone for a unique 

relationship with God. Creation is understood as the original blessing of God. 

This is emphasized by the fact that everything God creates is seen as “good.” 

The word “good” appears seven times in the story. The number seven is 

symbolic of totality, completeness or perfection. God’s original blessing is 

complete. 

 

Humans the Epitome of God’s Creation (Read aloud Genesis 1:26-27) 

 On the last half of the sixth day, God creates human beings. God’s way 

of speaking and acting signals the importance of this development — namely, 

inner divine reflection. The plural “Let us make . . .” may refer to the divine 

council or heavenly court (see Job 38:7; 1 Kings 22:19; Jeremiah 23:18-23). 

Humans are the product of such a reflection and are made to God’s image 

and likeness.   

 Genesis 1:26-28 presents humans — men and women — as the 

transparency through whom God is seen. The living God of all creation can be 

imaged only by living human beings who manifest God to the world. Humans 

are the envelopes that carry God. They are God’s graven images of God’s self. 

  In the Hebrew language, the word “image” is concrete, meaning that 

when one looks at humans, one concretely encounters God. The only 

permitted icon, if you will, of God in the Bible is the human person. The 

human person — male and female — is the flesh and blood in whom and 

through whom God is seen. 

 

For reflection and discussion: How does being made to God’s image and  

likeness affect the way you are a steward of creation? How have you seen 

God through the “transparency” of another human being? 
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Humans as Stewards of Creation (Read aloud Genesis 1:28-31) 

  Humans are to “subdue” and to “have dominion” over creation. It is 

important that we understand how to interpret this vocabulary. The Hebrew 

verb translated into English as “subdue” does not mean we can do anything 

we want to or with creation. A better 

translation would be for humans to be 

called to care for creation. To be co-

curators with God of creation (for God 

wishes to share his care for creation with 

those who are most like unto him) means 

that humans are equally responsible for its 

care.  

 In sum, to accept image-hood from God is an act of faith by which we 

reflect God’s activity in our lives by being life-giving, justice-doing, and peace-

making — that is, sharing dominion. By faith we recognize our complete 

dependence on God and accept ourselves and our world as gifts of our God 

graciously given. Being a gracious receiver of these gifts is to image God. 

Properly ordering these gifts is what stewardship is about. God’s stewards, like 

God, refuse to allow chaos to reign supreme. 

 

For reflection and discussion: How does being a steward of creation tame 

chaos? How do your acts of stewardship bring order to creation? 

 

Closing Prayer 

Leader: God, you who created everything good, help us to see the goodness 

of creation.  

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: God, help us to be good stewards of creation. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 


